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 University of Nicosia Medical School 

The University of Nicosia is the largest university in 
Cyprus and a global education centre with 20% of 
its 5000 students coming from abroad, representing 
over 80 countries in a dynamic learning environment.

The University of Nicosia started the first medical 
programme in Cyprus in 2011 by offering the St 
George’s, University of London graduate-entry course 
through a franchise agreement. More than 300 
students around the world are already enrolled in this 
programme.

The University of Nicosia Medical School offers the 
following programmes of study:

1. A Doctor of Medicine (MD) 6-year undergraduate- 
entry degree awarded by the University of Nicosia 

2. A postgraduate diploma / MSc in Family Medicine 
degree for physicians awarded concurrently by the 
University of Nicosia and St George’s, University of 
London

3. The St George’s, University of London Bachelor 
in Medicine and Bachelor in Surgery (MBBS), 
a 4-year graduate-entry British medical degree 
that is quality assured by the UK General Medical 
Council. This degree is offered through a franchise 
agreement. 

 Cyprus: An International Education Centre 

A member of the European Union since 2004, Cyprus 
is an ideal centre in which to study, combining a 
modern infrastructure, multicultural population, rich 
history and cultural heritage, and beautiful natural 
environment with an excellent quality of life - reasons 
why the island and the University of Nicosia have 
become major international education destinations.

Cyprus is located in the northeast corner of the 
Mediterranean Sea, at the meeting point of Europe, Asia 
and Africa. The island is rich with history and tradition, 
as Ancient Greeks, Egyptians and Romans along with 
the Crusaders, Byzantines, Franks, Ottomans and 
British have all left a fascinating legacy for the visitor 
to enjoy.

Cyprus enjoys a wonderful Mediterranean climate, 
with sunny weather and warm temperatures prevailing 
from April through November. With almost three million 
visitors coming to Cyprus each year, the island offers 
excellent facilities for sport, leisure and shopping, and 
an exciting and varied nightlife. 

 The Programme 

Graduates of the 6-year programme will earn a Doctor 
of Medicine (MD) degree awarded by the University 
of Nicosia, allowing them to apply for residency 
programmes in their home countries.

The MD programme is quality approved by the 
Evaluation Committee of Private Universities (ECPU) 
of the Cyprus Ministry of Education & Culture (http://
www.ecpu.ac.cy)

• The MD Programme is also listed in the World 
Directory of Medical Schools that has been 
developed through a partnership between 
the World Federation for Medical Education 
(WFME) and the Foundation for Advancement of 
International Medical Education and Research 
(FAIMER) in collaboration with the World Health 
Organization (www.wdoms.org)

• The MD Programme has been recently accredited 
by Greece’s National Academic Recognition 
Information Center (Διεπιστημονικός Οργανισμός 
Αναγνώρισης Τίτλων Ακαδημαϊκών και Πληρο-
φόρησης, Δ.Ο.Α.Τ.Α.Π.)

All students who successfully complete Years 1-4 
(i.e., Phases I and II of the MD programme) will be 
awarded a BSc in Biomedical Sciences. This degree 
will offer an opportunity to students who either do 
not want or cannot progress from Phase II to Phase III 
of their studies to obtain a BSc degree that will help 
them follow a different career path.

The programme uses a number of teaching methods 
including lectures, small group tutorials, communication 
skills tutorials, role-playing, clinical skills tutorials, case-
based learning, large group discussions, laboratory 
practicals, clinical placements, community placements 
and independent learning. Students gain clinical 
experience early on in the curriculum starting with 
clinical and community placements in year 2. Clinical 
placements in years 5 and 6 are at teaching hospitals 
in Cyprus. In addition, students have the option to carry 
out an elective for 6 weeks in teaching hospitals abroad.

 Career Prospects 

Graduates will be eligible to apply for registration 
with the Cyprus Medical Council in order to proceed 
with Residency applications in Cyprus or other EU 
countries. In order to be registered, applicants 
must additionally satisfy specific Greek language 
requirements. The Medical School provides free-of-
charge Greek language lessons to support students 
with this.  To practice in countries not within the 
European Economic Area, non-EU graduates will 
need to meet any other requirements of the country 
in which the graduate will apply for licensure. Your 
Admissions Advisor will be able to provide further 
information to guide you on this.

The first Medical School established in Cyprus 
now offers a 6-year Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree:

• Innovative curriculum with early clinical exposure
• Experience in international medical education
• Brand new, high-tech facilities
• Financial aid
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 Phase I 

During Phase I (years 1-3) students gain knowledge 
in the basic medical sciences: general chemistry, 
organic chemistry, physics, biology, anatomy, histology, 
biochemistry, physiology, genetics, microbiology and 
virology, immunology, pharmacology, general pathology, 
medical sociology, medical psychology, medical ethics, 
research methods in medicine and essential medical 
statistics. Students also take courses in integrated clinical 
practice where they develop the important clinical and 
communications skills required for medicine. Students 
will have the opportunity to meet, under supervision, 
selected patients in local hospitals and clinics to practise 
these basic skills.

 Phase II 

During the first semester of Phase II (year 4) students 
take courses in haematology, systematic pharmacology, 
and public health and preventive medicine. They also  
carry out a research project. In the second semester 
of Phase II the students take a course in integrated 
clinical practice in which they build on the clinical 
and communication skills they developed during the 
previous years. The aim is for students to practise 
further clinical and communication skills related to the 
courses running concurrently, initially on each other and 
professional role players, and subsequently on selected 
patients. The students will visit local hospitals, clinics 
and the community to allow further practice of the skills 
they have learnt and to understand how medicine is 
practised in these settings. Students take part in clinical 
attachments in medicine, surgery and general practice.

 Progressing from Phase II to Phase III 

In order to progress from Phase II to Phase III, the 
students in the MD Programme will have to pass the 
United States Medical License Examination (USMLE) 
Step 1.

The University of Nicosia Medical School provides the 
students in the MD Programme with the opportunity 
to take USMLE Step 1 Practice Tests which are offered 
through the National Board of Medical Examiners. 
The questions in these practice tests are derived 
from the USMLE Bank of Questions, which is used 
to generate the official USMLE Step 1 Examination. 

Taking the USMLE is also the first part in the process for 
becoming a physician in the United States. 

 Phase III 
 
The objectives of Phase III (years 5 and 6) are to 
provide students with extensive experience in the 
clinical environment, mainly in hospitals but also in 
the community, so that they can utilise their learning 
over the previous 4 years to practise their clinical, 
communication, diagnostic and reasoning skills on 
real patients, and to learn about the management 
of patients, from a medical, therapeutic, surgical, 
psychosocial and caring perspective.

Students take part in clinical attachments in Cardiology, 
Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery, Respiratory 
Medicine, Thoracic Surgery and Breast Surgery, 
Gastroenterology and GI Surgery, Nephrology, Urology and 
Transplant Surgery, Rheumatology and Dermatology/
Plastic Surgery, Neurology, Neurosurgery and Palliative 
Care, Psychiatry, Paediatrics, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 
Internal Medicine, General Surgery, Emergency Medicine 
and Intensive Care, Orthopaedics, Otorhinolaryngology & 
Ophthalmology, Therapeutics and Prescribing, General 
Practice and Geriatric Medicine. 

Students also do a Clinical Attachment Elective, 
spending six weeks on a chosen activity or medical 
specialty of their choice. Students are encouraged 
to broaden their experiences by undertaking their 
elective in a different environment. This includes the 
option of going abroad for their elective.

 The programme is divided into three Phases: 

REQUIREMENTS ECTS
Phase I Basic Medical Sciences 180
Year 1 60
Year 2 60
Year 3 60

Phase II Integrated Studies-Basic and Clinical Sciences 60
Year 4 60

Phase III Clinical Studies 120
Year 5 60
Year 6 60
Total Requirements 360

 Curriculum 

The programme is structured around 12 academic semesters 
over a period of 6 years. In each semester students are required 
to take 30 ECTS credits, completing 360 ECTS credits after 
12 semesters of full-time tuition.
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 Faculty 

Our faculty include academics and clinicians trained 
in medical education, and who have teaching 
experience in Cyprus and abroad. They are drawn 
from the country’s leading hospitals, representing 
the full range of medical specialities.

 Facilities 

The Medical School is housed in brand new facilities 
featuring the latest technology, including state-of-the-
art anatomy and clinical skills laboratories.

Students benefit from a Gross Anatomy/Neuroanatomy
Lab, readily available resources for Histology and 
Histopathology, a Human Performance Lab, a METI 
Human Patient Simulation Suite, a number of 
Microbiology/Molecular Biology Labs, Human Nutrition 
Labs and Physiotherapy Labs. 

 Anatomy Centre 

The dissecting room is big enough to accommodate 
25 cadavers. The sophisticated ventilation system 
allows for the entire volume of air to completely 
change every 5 minutes. We also have hundreds 
of plastic models, bones, handouts, a screen and 
sound system for educational videos, dozens of 
posters, and other teaching aids such as books and 
dissecting guides.
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 Clinical Skills Laboratories 

In our clinical skills laboratories you can perfect 
basic skills, such as taking blood pressure and pulse, 
checking for vital signs and resuscitation techniques. 
Using the latest patient dummies (or your fellow 
students) you will recreate and learn to solve health 
problems you are sure to encounter when you begin 
to practise.

 IT 

Our computer lab is equipped with modern hardware 
and the latest software programmes, and wi-fi is 
available throughout the campus. The medical school 
also has multifunction colour copiers for printing, 
scanning and copying.

 Library 

The University of Nicosia Medical School Library 
comprises more than 3,400 titles in the basic 
sciences and clinical medicine and is part of the 
University of Nicosia’s Library Information Gateway. 
This gateway provides access to an integrated library 
system whose resources can be accessed by users 
both on and off campus.

The shared online catalogue, known as Intercat, 
enables our library users to search our own collection 
as well as the more than 90,000 titles in the University 
of Nicosia’s library collection, to reserve material, to 
view outstanding loans and renew books at any time 
via the internet.

In addition, the library provides electronic access 
to an extensive collection of medical databases, 
e-books and journals.
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 Admissions Criteria 

1. High School Leaving Certificate with 90% overall 
score (Ί8/20 overall in the Lyceum Apolytirion), to 
include similar grades in Biology and one of either 
Chemistry, Physics or Maths.

 Or: GCE A’ Levels with grades ABB, to include Biology
 and one of either Chemistry, Physics or Maths, and  
 one more subject
 Or: International Baccalaureate with 32 overall  
 and a combined score of 16 at Higher Level, to
 include Biology and at least one of either Chemistry
 Physics or Maths.
 
The Medical School may also consider applicants from 
other education systems. For any other qualifications 
please contact us so we can assess your eligibility.

2. English Language requirements: 
 6.5 overall in the IELTS (with 6.5 in writing and a  
 minimum of 6.0 in all other elements)
 Or: 213 overall in the computer-based TOEFL (550  
 paper based, 79 internet based)
 Or: grade Β in the GCSE 
 Or: a score of 5 in English in the International 
 Baccalaureate Standard Level (SL) 
 Or: a score of 70% in English in the European 
 Baccalaureate.

 Tuition and Living Costs 

Annual tuition is €18,000 for the first 3 years and 
€22,000 for the final 3 years. Living costs depend on 
your lifestyle. On average, staying in Nicosia for the 
whole year will cost a minimum of €7,000 - €8,000.

In addition to tuition, the following fees also apply:

*Please note that the above visa fees may be subject to change.

Local/EU
Euro €

International/
non EU
Euro €

Application fee (one-off/non refundable 
payment)

60 60

Entry visa fee (one-off/non refundable 
payment)

- 90

Annual health insurance fee (compulsory
for non EU only)

180 180

Annual malpractice insurance fee 300 300
International student guarantee (one-off/
refundable payment)

- 400

Visa extension fee for one year 
(international/non EU)

105

Renewal of visa after one year
(international/non EU)

35

Personal Accident Insurance
(both Non-EU and local/EU)

50 50

Students from the UK, USA, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand are exempt from this requirement as long as 
they have graduated from an English speaking high 
school.

3. An interview - either in person or online

Candidates who hold a Bachelor’s Degree in a field 
relevant to Medicine can be considered for admission 
to the first year of the course. Depending on their 
coursework, they might be able to start in Year 2 of 
the programme following a review of qualifications 
by the Admissions Committee. Such candidates 
from English-language universities would be exempt 
from the English-language requirements.

You can begin your application online 
at: med.unic.ac.cy
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 Financial Assistance 

Scholarships of up to 20% based on demonstrated 
financial need are available to help eligible students 
partially fund their studies. Students from certain 
countries may be entitled to financial support from 
their home governments - our Admissions team can 
advise further.

 Visas 

EU citizens may travel freely to Cyprus but are required 
to submit an Application for Issue of Residence Permit to 
the Migration Department within 3 months of their date of 
entry into the country. Our Student Affairs team will assist 
you with this procedure. 

Non-EU students require a visa to study in Cyprus. 
Our Student Affairs team will work with students to 
facilitate the migration procedure.

For more information on visa requirements for non-EU 
students, or if there is anything you would like to ask 
our Student Affairs team, please email admissions@
med.unic.ac.cy and we’ll get right back to you. 

 Accommodation 

Students in Nicosia can choose from a variety of very 
affordable housing options, many of which are only a 
short walk to our campus. Our Student Affairs team 
can assist you in finding suitable accommodation 
for your needs and budget, closer to the time of your 
arrival.

These include privately owned properties and halls of 
residences close by. 

If you are willing to share a flat, we can put you in touch 
with other students who are looking for roommates. 
Two or three people typically occupy an apartment: 
each student has their own bedroom with a shared 
bathroom, kitchen, and living/dining space. 

In case you need further details regarding accommodation, 
please do not hesitate to contact the Student Affairs 
team at the Medical School (admissions@med.unic.
ac.cy).

CONTACT DETAILS

If you want to find out more about the MD degree 
offered by the University of Nicosia Medical School, 
please take a look at our website, www.med.unic.ac.cy 
or get in touch with us at:

Email: admissions@med.unic.ac.cy
Phone: + 357 22 471 999

You can visit us at:
93 Agiou Nikolaou Street
Engomi, Nicosia 2408, Cyprus
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 ACADEMIC PATH www.med.unic.ac.cy

SEMESTER 1

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-101  Physics in Medicine I 6

MED-102  General Chemistry 6

MED-103  Biology | 6

MED-104  Medical Psychology 6

MED-105  Medical Ethics 6

30

SEMESTER 3

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-201  Anatomy I 6

MED-202  Histology I 6

MED-203  Physiology I 6

MED-204  Biochemistry I 6

MED-205  Integrated Clinical Practice I 6

30

SEMESTER 5

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-301  Brain and Behaviour 6

MED-302  Microbiology & Virology 6

MED-303  Pharmacology 6

MED-304  General Pathology 6

MED-305  Integrated Clinical Practice III 6

30

SEMESTER 7

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-401  Haematology 6

MED-402  Systematic Pharmacology II 6

MED-403  Public Health and Preventive Medicine 6

MED-404  Research Project 12

30

SEMESTER 4

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-206  Anatomy II 6

MED-207  Histology II 6

MED-208  Physiology II 6

MED-209  Biochemistry II 6

MED-210  Integrated Clinical Practice II 6

30

SEMESTER 6

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-306  Medical Genetics 6

MED-307  Immunology 6

MED-308  Systematic Pharmacology I 6

MED-309  Systematic Pathology 6

MED-310  Integrated Clinical Practice IV 6

30

SEMESTER 8

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-405  Integrated Clinical Practice V 
                  (Internal Medicine, General Surgery, General 
                  Practice, Clinical & Communication Skills)

30

30

SEMESTER 2

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-106  Research Methods in Medicine and Essential 
                  Medical Statistics

6

MED-107  Physics in Medicine II 6

MED-108  Organic Chemistry 6

MED-109  Biology II 6

MED-110  Medical Sociology 6

30

SEMESTER 10

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-506  Neurology, Neurosurgery and Palliative Care 6

MED-507  Psychiatry 8

MED-508  Paediatrics 8

MED-509  Obstetrics and Gynaecology 8

30

SEMESTER 11

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-601  Internal Medicine 10

MED-602  General Surgery 10

MED-603  Emergency Medicine and Intensive Care 10

30

SEMESTER 9

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-501  Cardiology, Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery 6

MED-502  Respiratory Medicine, Thoracic Surgery 
                  and Breast Surgery

6

MED-503  Gastroenterology and GI Surgery 6

MED-504  Nephrology, Urology and Transplant Surgery 6

MED-505  Rheumatology & Dermatology/Plastic Surgery 6

30

SEMESTER 12

Course code/Title ECTS

MED-604  Orthopaedics, Otorhinolaryngology and Ophthalmology 6

MED-605  Therapeutics and Prescribing 4

MED-606  General Practice and Geriatric Medicine 10

MED-607  Elective Clinical Attachment 10

30

Phase I YEAR 1

Phase III YEAR 5

Phase III YEAR 6

Phase I YEAR 2

Phase I YEAR 3

Phase II YEAR 4
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